
The International Pulsar 
Timing Array & 

How To Get Involved 

Joris Verbiest UCF/FSI
Joris.Verbiest@ucf.edu

Joris P.W. Verbiest UCF/FSI



Contents

● What is the IPTA?

● How is it organized?

● Where do I get information?

● How can I get involved?



What is the IPTA?

● A consortium of consortia

 

● Aim: “to facilitate collaboration [...] and promote progress [...]”



What is the IPTA? - Current Situation
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What is the IPTA? - Current Situation

➔ A consortium of consortia

➔ APT, EPTA, InPTA, NANOGrav, PPTA
◆ Every member of every member consortium is an IPTA member!

➔ Data-sharing agreements with MeerTIME, CHIME

➔ Observer status for CPTA

But… this can change!
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How is the IPTA organized?

➔ Management/Leadership : IPTA Steering Committee
= 2 representatives from each PTA + previous chair + IPTA manager
Currently: 

Aditya Parthasarathy, Nataliya Porayko (EPTA), 
Gopakumar, Keitaro Takahashi (InPTA), 
Paul Baker, Maura McLaughlin, Megan DeCesar (NANOGrav), 
Daniel Reardon (chair), Gosia Curylo (PPTA),
Marisa Geyer (APT),
Ryan Shannon (MPTA), Kejia Lee (CPTA), Joris Verbiest (manager)

➔ Working Groups
➔ Committees



How is the IPTA organized?

Committees: 

● Steering Committee (Chair: Daniel Reardon)
● Diversity Committee (Chair: Rami Mandow)



How is the IPTA organized?

Working Groups:

● Data Acquisition (Chair: Pratik Tarafdar)
● Data Combination (Chairs: Prerna Rana, Golam Shaifullah)
● Gravitational-Wave Analysis (Chairs: Aurélien Chalumeau, Matt Miles)
● Early Career Scientists (Chair: Golam Shaifullah)
● Education & Public Outreach (Chair: Natalia Lewandowska)
● Cyberinfrastructure (Chair: Adam Brazier, Chris Russell)



Where do I get 
information?
● IPTA wiki: 

https://wiki.ipta4gw.org

https://wiki.ipta4gw.org
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The IPTA Mentor 
Program
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The IPTA Mentor Program
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Where do I get information?
● IPTA wiki: https://wiki.ipta4gw.org

● Slack (ask Kevin for an account!)

● IPTA Google Calendar (ask me!)

● Your IPTA Steering Committee Representatives

● Me (I’m responsible for communication…) – Joris.Verbiest@ucf.edu

● Ask Kevin Wilson (IPTA “Computing Resource”) – kpwilson@pm.me

https://wiki.ipta4gw.org


How can I get involved?

● Best way is by joining a Working Group
○ Every IPTA member is welcome to attend every telecon. 
○ All the work originates in, is discussed in, and is carried out within the WGs
○ IPTA SC consults with WGs and PTAs
○ Ask WG or Committee chairs how you can help

● Join the Mentor Program!
● Feel free to contact your SC representative!
● Participate in IPTA discussions within your own PTA
● Attend the IPTA-wide telecons
● Feel free to get in touch with me (Joris.Verbiest@ucf.edu)
● Get a wiki account, Slack account, sign up for the Google Calendar

mailto:Joris.Verbiest@ucf.edu




Additional Slides: IPTA History
(not up-to-date)
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History

● First “IPTA Meeting” at AO, 2008

● Presented at Amaldi meeting in 2009

● Second IPTA Meeting (with student week!) in Leiden, 2010

● Steering Committee established Feb 2011

● Oct 2011: Start of the first IPTA data combination

● Feb/May 2016: Publication of the first IPTA data combination

● Oct 2019: Second IPTA data release published

● March 2021: InPTA joins

● April 2022: IPTA WGs Formally established (under discussion since 2017) 

● Dec 2022: Start of AccelNet project (IPTA Computing Infrastructure + Manager)


